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Preface

,;,rn,v began in January of 2004 when I started volunteering at a local
facility in Saint Petersburg, Florida named Freedom Inn. During this time
in college, and a member of Phi Theta Kappa, an academic honor
playing various games and activities with the elderly such as
golf, poker, and board games. It was inconceivable to me
of my life that these people would have such a significant impact on
rl1atelv guide me to the research for an honors thesis topic.
the visits to Freedom Inn, I have made memorable friendships with
They are delighted to see me arrive, and are elated to
They discuss their lives and daily events. I am viewed as more than
!ligated to visit them. They recognize in me someone who genuinely cares
oterests, and who really enjoys spending time with them. I learn about who
they have accomplished in their lives, who their family members are, what
in their spare time, and the activities they participate in while they

Inn has become a second home to me. The memories created with the
nethinn that will always be treasured. The residents differ in their
gender, and philosophies but they share one important connection.
lived their lives with many stories left untold. Many people are too
what previous generations have experienced and made possible. It
understand the difficulty that people had during turbulent times in a
(:hanging world.
are the solution to recognizing the origins of today. It is inspirational to
and to understand the events they have lived. This quality provides
what it was like in previous decades, how much the world has
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)'gressed, and how much technology has advanced to keep up with demands today.
stories and contributions demonstrate a unique perspective.
Visits with the elderly illuminate the past and connections are made on personal
These perform constant a connecting role in the experiencing of new
This relationship is indispensable as it provides valuable information and a
:'!t:sense of enjoyment creating a positive impact on someone's life. The appreciation
:: obtained from helping and learning from others coupled with changing someone's life, is
ultimate means for a successful learning experience. It assists in the pursuit of
Rnowledge and identifying meaning in their world of the past. My goal is to share
knowledge, to offer compassionate assistance in helping them realize their world, and to
find a better understanding of the present.

............_

Giba vii

Introduction
Major disagreements exist about the interpretation of the past. There is more to
if{,,tion than memorizing facts, and recalling dates or important events. For example,
demands immersion to completely understand its meaning and purpose. The
of immersion can uncover a treasure of significance. By volunteering at

'"""'rlnm Inn, I think that I have gained substantial knowledge from others about their
''>uantc

that I could not have experienced elsewhere. Those who desire to learn about

past may not obtain the direct experience involved with community outreach from

This thesis reflects upon what elders have experienced in their lives. When
looking at the past, the entire account of events which transpired is rarely, accurately
portrayed. Since it is not possible to experience all events personally, knowledge is
limited to individual studies and assessments. Elders share their insight and intimate
understanding about their experiences. "Visiting" with the past gives a unique
comprehension of it, finding a unique identity, and provides valuable perspective
navigating into the future.
During the initial research, residents from Freedom Inn were interviewed
individually. Their responses were then assessed and compared to interviews with
college students, and younger members of the community. The answers of both
students and elderly were then compared. The results have been supplemented by
various resources on subjects from history to aging studies. Many events addressed
include the Great Depression, World War II, the Korean War and the Cold War era.
Other changes in American society discussed with the elderly included desegregation,
the Vietnam War, and changing political contexts. The process of finding their identity in
a complex world will also receive attention. Experiences will be introduced as well as

_L__
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to retirement and assisted living facilities. This project will reflect aspects of the
process and evaluate perceptions about the quality of their lives.
After viewing the past, the dilemmas of the elderly will be presented. Coping with
:5.-il'>tArioratinq

':>.triAnrls.

health, rising costs of health care and housing, distance from family and

and how losing touch with their reality will present many challenges. The image

'>>>:'.' 1Jt their lives changing throughout the decades will be shown in order to view their
history. The relationships within a family, separated by distance are compared to that of
a larger sociological context The impact of the elderly and the "baby boom" generation
upon youth today will also be examined. Viewing the current generation, and how it is
perceived by the preceding one regarding to the accuracy of historical perception will be
realized. With more access to education, and with the expansion of online resources, it
will be determined if this generation is coordinated with those of decades ago. The
ability to comprehend what others endured during these times will be brought into
comparison.
This thesis seeks to examine, interpret, and evaluate perceptions of the past and
present This is accomplished by understanding certain historical events, realities, and
misconceptions that are established in interactions between the elderly and the younger
generation. Often, time is spent in classrooms learning about historical events, but the
personal context of those events is not fully comprehended. History is a concise term,
but one filled with amazing perspectives and unrealized potential if examined by those
who are passionate about learning from the past

L_
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Chapter 1
A World They Once Knew
!;,<>nine growing up during the era known as the Great Depression. From 1929 to
¥.;..;,.,.,"tAiv 1939 was a time unlike any other in America, and it was one of the most
;,;.,Antal for any generation to endure. Many of the elderly who were interviewed shared the
of their lives in detail, and explained how they overcame such difficult times. The Great
>ression is known as a period in history when the stock market plummeted, resulting in
l'nkruotcv for many companies.
The year of 1932 was one of the most devastating years of the Great Depression.
'1i~hlnemolovment

grew to an astounding twenty-five percent" ("U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics").

1/

'!$rowing up during this strenuous time, did not offer children lives of affluence. In fact, several

I':

.students in accordance with the elderly interviewed, characterized the Great Depression as a
time of despair, and one of the most demanding periods in the country's history. Numerous
children, many under the age of ten, were working on farms, as street peddlers, and in home
workshops. "In 1930, according to the census, two and a quarter million boys and girls between
the ages of ten and eighteen were working in factories, canneries, mines, and farms"
(Freedman 47).
Those children who stayed in school found an assortment of part-time jobs. They were
employed as newspaper carriers, babysitters, store clerks, and delivery boys. Charles
Barauskas, a resident at Freedom Inn, vividly recalls moments of his youth when he was
obligated to provide income for his family.
Times were pretty tough for my family. Having three sisters, my father and I had
to provide for everyone else. The burden was placed on me to look after my
sisters. Everyone pitched in when they could. My father worked long days in the
mines, and my sisters would sell baked goods in the neighborhood. I got a job
as a delivery boy for a local store running errands and delivering ice. I also

J....___
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delivered newspapers occasionally. It was tough work, but when times are tough
you just have to face the music. I can honestly say that even though these were
difficult times, I was never disappointed that we didn't have much money. I was
a happy child, and with the close bond of my family we were able to pull together
and overcome the adversity that was thrown our way.
''Children were forced to grow up faster and take on more responsibility earlier to help
family" (Nishi 31 ). Families suffered incredible strain through these demanding times.
~ventional

responsibilities of the father as the contributor and the mother as the homemaker

unclear. The complete family was required to search for work to assist in placing food
table. It is difficult to assess what the circumstances were during these years of poverty
unemployment Few jobs were available for women and children; they did not pay enough
provide adequate support Irene Anderson remembers living during the Great Depression:
Fortunately my family wasn't hit as hard as some of those around me. My father
was a foreman for a rope company and my mother taught piano lessons for
income. I was in nursing school at the time and doing clinical work. I was
making seventy-five dollars a month which was enough to support myself. Some
of my brothers and sisters cut lawns, or worked at the public market for extra
money. I came from a large family so if I ever needed the support of my family,
there was always someone there to lend a helping hand when I needed it
Stories are shared about how difficult these times were, and how hard individuals had to
work for what little they had. While some of these stories may be an extreme exaggeration from
the truth told at holiday dinner tables, other narratives may be closer to fact than realized. To
better illustrate, an example of the living conditions during the turbulent decade of the 1930's
may be needed. For many during this devastating time, there was no thought of what they were
supposed to do with their lives. Their identities had been lost along with their occupations and
their money. Unemployed vagrants walked the streets or sat on park benches, pretending not

_._____
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~.;moralized. "By the beginning of the 1930's, over four million Americans were out of

,;. than eight million people were on the street a year later" ("Great Depression").
~arausKas recalls many instances where he saw several people traveling aimlessly,

work or something to occupy their time before they had to go back home to their

Growing up in Chicago and working as a delivery boy, I saw many men waiting in
lines looking for jobs as I made my way around town. Some were just feeding
pigeons or sitting on a bench with their head in their hands. Many had nowhere
to go; they just didn't want to go home and face the reality of not being able to
provide for their family. I felt like I was one of the lucky ones who had a job and
didn't worry about having to go hungry at night.
He learned many values during his childhood which remain with him today. These
va1ues can resonate in any person and across all ages to include "keeping your pride, being
rateful for gifts, and to use your initiative and skills to provide for your family" (Reiman 23).
Lessons learned from the unemployed would shape individuals and give them the courage to
survive the Great Depression. This information from the experiences of the elderly must be
translated to students since the personal information is sometimes lost with time. Clayton
Privitere, a sophomore at the University of South Florida describes his knowledge of the Great
Depression.
I've heard stories from my grandparents about the difficult times that they went
through when they were growing up. They struggled just to provide for
themselves. I've never really sat down with them and visualized what they
experienced. I've taken a history class or two, but I really didn't learn much more
than facts and a brief summary of what occurred. I'd have to experience it with
my own eyes to really understand what it was that they went through.

L_
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''"'"inn the Great Depression demanded that people overcome adversity and

the more positive aspects of their lives. One of the most important tools of the
helped people cope with daily struggles was the radio. Families could listen to
programs and the encouraging speeches from President Roosevelt during his
1,,-,h,ts". "Radio-listening became more popular than ever. If one had a set, staying at
listening was the cheapest form of entertainment available" (Boardman Jr. 43).
Barauskas shared the great memories of family and friends coming to his house and

My family was one of the first on our street to have a radio. It was the greatest
thing any of us had ever seen! We had neighbors, friends, and family over. You
name them and they were there. We took the radio outside in the back yard so
all of the people could gather around and listen. It was truly spectacular to see.
We had gatherings for football, and boxing events; especially boxing. It was
great to listen to Joe Lewis on the radio. Those are some of the best times I
remember growing up as a kid.
Sharing hardship with others is what made this period of American history more
tolerable. Support expanded through the community, and many were able to overcome these
hardships. "The Great Depression did bring families closer, when they worked together to
soften the harshness of hard times. For many children, The Great Depression made them
stronger" (Wormser 42). Irene Anderson especially expanded on the closeness of her family
and how they were there for each other:
Growing up in New York with fourteen brothers and sisters, there was always
someone in the house to talk to if you were bored. I remember my mother
making clothes for us because we could not afford to buy new clothes.
Fortunately I had a lot of older sisters so I got handed down the clothes that did
not fit them anymore. Whenever we were bored we loved to play checkers and

L
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1came from a very close family and loved community. We always had

people from the neighborhood over. That is how we got by, through community

youth today are unable to grasp the inability of going to the store and buying the
need for school. Mothers during the Great Depression had to make their own
children, and recycled clothes from older children down to the younger ones.
stretch every penny they had. Families were very resourceful in finding new ways
or inventing new ideas for dinner.
interviewees described this era as "unforgettable", and "life changing". This
can only be shown through people who were there, and who maintained the courage
it means to survive and to find sense in remnants. What was most astounding was not
'c<>nc<>

of desperation, but their conviction to overcome this devastating time in their lives.

taken to ensure well being and happiness for future generations were observed
these heroic endeavors. They would make certain that better times would arrive, and
nothing like this would happen to their children. "Each of them was shaped by these
1'1gaunting events and in turn many of them helped shape the America that emerged from it. In
end, despite their adversities, they were survivors" (Wormser 14).

,b

Giba 6

Chapter 2
A New Era

"':....ho• 7, 1941, started out as any other day would in America but would
be remembered as "a date which will live in infamy". On December 7, 1941,
';aircraft attacked the U.S. Pacific fleet at Pearl Harbor. American battleships and
naval vessels were either sunk or badly damaged.
When the attack ended shortly before 10:00 a.m., less than two hours after it
began, the American forces had paid a fearful price. Twenty-one ships of the
U.S. Pacific Fleet were sunk or damaged. Aircraft losses were 188 destroyed
and 159 damaged, the majority hit before they had a chance to take off.
American dead numbered 2,403. That figure included 68 civilians, most of them
killed by improperly fused anti-aircraft shells landing in Honolulu. There were
1,178 military and civilian wounded. ("Pearl Harbor")
Some Americans felt their sense of pride being damaged by this ruthless act of violence
their own soil without any provocation. Charles Barauskas shares his feelings during the
of the Pearl Harbor attack:
I remember that day very distinctly. It made me very angry to see something this
devastating happen to such a great country of ours. I was fresh out of college
and looking for some direction in my life. I could think of no other reason than to
join the Navy and help my country in a time they needed me the most.
Many young men decided to stand up for what they believed in to protect their
homeland. They enlisted in the Army, Navy, and Marines to make a difference in their world
and to make a new world for others. They contributed their efforts to prevent any further attacks
on this great country that they call home. Not only did the outcome of war have an impact on
young men, but women were also altered by family members and friends removed from their
lives. Estelle Lewis also tells of her memories of the war:
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' rcmF!mber my husband being drafted for the war. It was a very scary time
'because I never knew what was going to happen to him or where he was going.
Fortunately we lived in California at the time and he was stationed at a shipyard
in San Diego. I was one of the lucky ones for him not to go over and fight on the
front lines.
were not as fortunate as Estelle. Some women at Freedom Inn also had
finhtinn on the frontlines in Europe. Irene Anderson tells her story of losing family

The war was a very stressful time for our family. Having a large family meant
that many of us were involved in the war in some scope. Two of my sisters were
involved in the Women's Army Corps, and four of my brothers went over to
Europe to contribute their efforts. I was doing my part back at home by being a
nurse and helping those who were sent back here. Unfortunately, one of my
brothers did not make it back home. He did his part for his country and we just
had to accept that fact; nothing is going to bring him back.
Men entering the armed forces encountered new experiences. They had no idea what
.;imilit"n' life was like. They saw their friends joining to serve their country, and they acted
accnrrlinnlv. Many soldiers enlisted as Merchant Marines including Charles Barauskas.

"Mariners suffered the highest rate of casualties of any service in World War II. 9,521 Merchant
Marines died in World War II" ("Merchant Marine"). Charles Barauskas remembers some of his
first days after joining the Navy:
We were pretty much like cattle being herded onto the ships. I was a merchant
marine and was stationed in Sheepshead Bay, New York. Corridors were tight,
and cabins were even tighter. There was a huge mess hall for all of us sailors to
eat. Many times you had to fight your way through the crowds to get your meal
and get back on duty.

Giba 8

soldiers found the transition overwhelming. A majority of these boys were
,:school and beginning college. These new, untested men in the military were
one of the greatest endeavors of their generation. The uncertainty of
battles are always on the minds of soldiers. Charles Barauskas explains his

Being a Merchant Marine I wasn't directly in the action, but I had my share of
doubts. I worked primarily in the engine room and as a cook from time to time,
but I also worked on deck and in the ammunition docks. I always heard rumors
. about submarines being in the area or how sailors on deck said they spotted
torpedoes heading toward us. At times I was scared for my life working in the
ammunition docks. If we ever were attacked, that would be the primary target
and the one with the most explosions. You always had to be on the lookout for
the enemy. You always had to keep your guard up.
The entire story of war is not fully conveyed unless it is shared by those who were
in the daily struggles. Military accounts deal with strategy, battle tactics, statistics, and
Human stories often get caught up in the fray of the outcome of war. It is fundamental to
the core element of what the war is about-the people who are the battles and the
.~tatistics. These were ordinary people living extraordinary lives during a chaotic time. America

!?heeded its citizens. Oral histories can supplement historical data to comprehend these events.
"War happens inside a man ... and that is why, in a certain sense, you and your sons will
be forever strangers" (Ward and Burns Introduction). These thoughts are sometimes lost in the
translation of record keeping. Those who grew up during the war share their experiences, but
these may be concealed from those who have no familiarity with the war. For some, a sense of
detachment occurred with children, and their parents. From 1941 to 1945, World War II
influenced the way of life for families all over the country. The largest catastrophe in recent
history resulted from human emotions of anger, arrogance, intolerance, and the desire for
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owever, it also ended because of other human qualities including perseverance,
faith, leadership, and the desire for freedom. "The Second World War brought out
the worst in a generation-and blurred the two so that the times are almost
,nishable" (Ward and Burns Introduction).
men and women who grew up during World War II lived in a different society. The
that families had to experience are unfamiliar to some because that is how life was
and there was no other alternative. Living daily with fear was built into America
during this time. Coping with looming doubts was commonplace, and those who could
•¥n..riemr.P. it are disconnected from the generation who experienced it. It is time to uncover
and share the memories that these brave men and women shared. Those who could
'experience it for themselves must be given an insight to the courageous lives they lived.
~::-:
'Jr. America's Greatest Generation, these memories will not be forgotten.
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Chapter 3
A Pioneering Society
II had a profound impact on those who gave up their comfort at home with
These events changed the perspectives of soldiers returning home from the
yearned to return home to find solace with family and friends. This often
married and starting a family. The children who were born as a direct result of
home are referred to as the "Baby Boom" generation. They were born between

WW II, there was a period of approximately twenty years in which producing
have been challenging because of the Great Depression in the 1930s and World
1941 to 1945. The Baby Boom period indicated the rapid elimination of some of the
and social difficulties that kept people from starting families. While moderation was

~'r.nmmon during the war years, couples reunited and returned to conventional roles after
ended. Returning soldiers re-entered the workforce and many women abandoned
occupations to concentrate on child rearing.
Marriage resumed as a cultural and career standard for most women, with one of the
outcomes being children. As America supplied the destroyed countries with supplies to
their own economies, the United States experienced an unprecedented expansion
vigorous economic growth that did not slow down until 1958. "Furthermore, the expansion of
G.l. Bill allowed extraordinary numbers of people to attend college and obtain, perhaps in
most cases, the first college degree in their extended families" ("Baby Boom"). Families were
able to provide a stable life for themselves and bring children into this world. For those families,
the birth of their first child was both a terrifying and exhilarating experience. Irene Anderson had
her first child after the WW II ended:
I was scared when my first daughter entered the world. I had never experienced
the birth of a child and the thought of becoming a mother for the first time was a
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whole new occurrence to me. I have to look out for this little thing and not let
anything terrible happen to it. After the war, you develop a sense of protecting
your family and now that was my responsibility.
couples who did not have children, employment was a priority. They
i'c<>\finos.

purchased homes, and provided a way of life. Charles Barauskas had

5upations to try and provide a suitable life for himself and his wife:
After leaving the Navy, I took up a job as a gravedigger for many years. It was
good work; I got to be out in the fresh air, get some exercise, and keep to myself
for the most part. I liked the sense of independence I received working all day
and coming home to my wife knowing that I could provide a suitable home for us.

;~ Beino a gravedigger meant having a sense of freedom and independence in his work.
could make an honest living doing hard manual labor while providing support for him
wife. This freedom gave him a sense of pride and fulfillment that could only come from
something that he loved. Aside from parenthood and careers, the 1950s was also a time
w:"llion

The introduction of the television brought a new form of media and amusement to
"The first regular television broadcasts began in the United States in 1939, but

two years they were suspended until shortly after the end of World War II in 1945"
elevision"). With this invention still in its infancy, it wasn't the most reliable piece of
'"h;non'

At most, only two or three channels were operational. "But when everything was

you had the whole world in your living room" (Reiman We 27).
The wide scale acceptance of the television produced a frenzy of admiration, and a
zealous integration in society. "By the end of the decade, almost forty three million homes
having a television in their household representing nearly eighty-six percent of the population"
('Television"). Chuck Rousenberg was a teenager by the time the television was introduced.
He tells about his first experience with this amazing piece of technology:
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etelevision was a big deal in our house. I used to watch several shows such
Arnold, Hee-Haw, Andy Griffith, and especially Ed Sullivan. The whole
would gather around and enjoy the programs that were on. It really
)rougnt us all closer and it gave us time to share and be a family. We were all in
of its splendor and how much joy it brought to each one of us.
inteNiewees expressed their enthusiastic affection for television. Television
way Americans viewed their entertainment. "Rarely has a new product been
rapidly accepted" (Reiman We 27). Students today may take the invention of
mmted. They enjoy television as their grandparents do, but they did not gain the
i<citernent as it was introduced for the first time. Many students, like Brian Rogers,
;i;hr:halant attitude toward having a television. He shares his opinion:
I never really gave it much consideration. I grew up with a television at home. It
was just something you were brought up with, like it was an essential part of life.
I think it is something just embedded into our culture and something that will
always be there. I don't know what I would do without one; a lot of my best
memories were created by the television.
As charming and innocent as the decade appeared, not all of the 1950s was about the
1ndance of entertainment. Some believe that the 1950s was an idyllic time; encompassing a
of perfection without any blemishes or shortcomings of any kind. However, in the
of 1950, North Korea invaded the Republic of Korea.
Over 60,000 North Korean troops invaded the South on June 25th 1950. That
day the United Nations asked for forces to restore the peace. A few days later
President Truman ordered the Air Force and Navy to the area. Soon after that
Truman approved ground forces and air strikes against the North. There were
54,200 deaths to Americans in service during the period of hostilities, June 27,
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to July 27, 1953. Of these, 33,700 were actual battle deaths. ("Korean

years, the fighting ended with the signing of an armistice on July 27, 1953.
Peace was never declared. The country remained divided" (Ballingrud).
Korean War is still unresolved and only an armistice prevents it from escalating
U.S. soldiers gave their lives and are rarely recognized for their sacrifices in
war. The Korean War has become America's "forgotten war". The events of
occurred between the more prominent wars of World War II and what would be
the Vietnam War. Anne McKinney, whose son fought in the Korean War, recalls

My son served for his country in the Korean War for almost a year, but when he
came home he was almost disregarded and hardly recognized as a hero. I
wanted my son to receive the same respect as those who served in World War II.
He wanted to go to college after the war, but the government would not give him
any help or support for fighting in that war. I could not believe that the
government would turn their backs on my son who did his duty when his country
needed him.
With concern for soldiers in the Korean War, fear also escalated at home due to another
"The "Cold War" began after World War II in 1945, and would conclude with the fall of the
Wall in 1989" ("Cold War"). The Soviets gained valuable technology, which led them to
nuclear weapons. America soon found itself in competition with the Soviet Union for
global power. For many Americans, nuclear annihilation seemed almost inevitable.
at school were taught to "duck and cover" in anticipation of a nuclear bomb attack.
Anne McKinney remembers her kids going through these drills in school:
I remember my daughter coming home after school and telling me they were
preparing for the bomb. It felt good to know that they were thinking about the
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and making sure that they were safe when they were not at home and
in my presence. I always told her that I loved her everyday because I didn't
what was going to happen when she left for school. At times of
\\mr.ertaintv. you need that reassurance and know that they are safe.
of Sputnik also gave American's an awareness of inferiority. In 1957, "the
'"nonr-v

had just announced that the world's first artificial earth satellite ... was

•·launched in the USSR" (Sharnik 102). With the launch of the Soviet Union
of U.S. science and technology seemed to be second best to the Soviet
the country emerging from World War II, resolving the Korean War, and getting
rh"n

life; American apprehension reached new heights as the country found itself

sP.mhle situation of scrambling to catch up in the spiraling arms race. John Milo, a
St. Petersburg College shares his outlook on the nuclear threat of the 1950s:
I've always learned about the duck and cover technique and the nuclear threat
and how ridiculous it seemed to me. But then again, I have never had to
experience the threat myself of having nuclear weapons hitting us. I don't think I
could imagine what it would be like if I had to live in a time where any day we
could be annihilated with nuclear weapons.
The 1950s seemed to be a decade of mixed emotions. The conflicting values of
life from that of war, culture, and entertainment; were separating the country. In a
where fear divided many people, the country was in dire need of a stabilizing force to
what this great country stood for; independence and equality for every citizen no matter
gender or race. Fear should not be a motivation in daily life. Freedom and safety are
basic human rights. For America's Greatest Generation, what would come next would require
them to come together as one and unite this country in a way that had never been done before
in its history.
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Chapter4
Time for a Change
the escalating threats of nuclear weapons against the Soviet Union
There was also increased pressure with the Civil Rights Movement by African
the unanimous ruling from Brown v. Board of Education in 1954, the
;t-nment had outlawed segregation" (Zinn 451-452). Separate schooling for
was declared unconstitutionaL "The Supreme Court's Brown decision

'"''"mrl just schools. It set the stage for a change in American society and sparked
lAment for civil rights" (Haskins 141 ). This adjustment was lead by important figures
Parks, Malcolm X, and Martin Luther King, Jr. This would also initiate a radical
FcllmPrir.;,'s viewpoint and revolutionize American society.
separate [black children] from others of similar age and qualifications solely
their race generates a feeling of inferiority as to their status in the community that
their hearts and minds in a way unlikely ever to be undone" (Haskins 137). This
must be dealt with both directly and swiftly. Individuals must have the conviction to
those who could not accept others based on their skin color. For some growing up in
, having African Americans present meant living with fear and anxiety. Irene
was very apprehensive of African Americans during this time.
I remember sitting at a traffic light when these colored kids started approaching.
I was terrified that they might come attack me and steal my car. Fortunately for
me the traffic light changed and I was able to flee. Those were just the times we
lived in. You never knew what those colored kids were up to or what they could
do to you.
This was a time for change in society. African Americans were not the only ones who
were ignored by society. The disabled were also treated with contempt Charles Giba
remembers his difficulties during this decade:
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Being deaf, my life had always been difficult and one full of many challenges.
Blacks were always hired for jobs before me, even before desegregation. I was
disregarded even by my own race. I know what it feels like to be treated poorly
just because I happen to have a disability and am different from everybody else.
I can't believe that a country as great as this can treat people so badly.
Something drastic needed to be done, and soon.
1960s was a time for 'revolution' in the country in a way that it had never seen
..c;,veral changes occurred due to the courageous leadership under oppressive
Changes during the Civil Rights Movement were a result of the passage of
important pieces of legislation.
The first one was The Civil Rights Act of 1964 which banned racial discrimination
in employment and public accommodations. The second stage was The Voting
Rights Act of 1965 which outlawed the requirement that voters in the United
States had to undergo literacy tests to qualify to register to vote. Also, the Civil
Rights Act of 1968 banned discrimination in the sale or rental of housing. ("Civil
Rights")
Travis Freeman, a student at St. Petersburg College expresses his views on the Civil
Movement and the continuation of freedom from oppression.
I'm proud of who I am as a person inside, and not just the color of my skin.
think it is difficult growing up no matter what race you are. I know the history of
my race and I know how hard it has been to get to this point. I am glad it has
come to a time where I can be respected for who I am based on my character
and attitude and not be ignored simply because I am an African American.
Those who formed their own opinions different from those in power at the time began to
make their presence visible. What resulted from this was the idea of a counterculture; those
who rejected the ideology of society made a style all of their own. "The style setters of the
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the hippies. They were the spiritual descendents of the Beat Generation of the late
950s" (Ward 321 ). Many saw the hippie lifestyle as one of a carefree, relaxed
had no implications of violence or destruction in a time of devastation and
oandemonium. They objected to the way African Americans were treated. As an
they held a collective philosophy that encouraged love, sharing, understanding, and
all people. This outlook was popular with young teenagers and adults at the time.
ri':Kinnev remembers her daughter involved with the hippie movement and she shares

I remember my daughter being involved in the hippie movement. She had long
hair, tie-dye shirts and listened to a lot of strange music. I never had my doubts
in her; she was always a responsible and bright child. I think people got the
wrong impression about the hippies. They were for peace and understanding
among all people. Just because they did not fit into the mold of society does not
mean that they were there to cause havoc. I think they set a standard that more
of us should adopt.
The hippie movement may not have influenced a majority of society, but it had a
impact on young lives everywhere. One of the most memorable moments of the
was the Woodstock music event of 1969. Ricky Robinson Ill, a young resident of St.
?etersburg, associates with the events of the hippie culture and Woodstock.
My parents were hippies. They told me all about the protests, the Civil Rights
Movement, and even about Woodstock. They said Woodstock was one of the
greatest events of their lives. They were promoting peace and love through
music and mutual understanding. All they wanted was a better society for
themselves and their children. It took a lot of courage to stand up against those
who were in power. I don't know if I could do something like that. When times

~
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are desperate you just have to stand up for what you believe in, and for them it
was peace and justice for all.
decade displayed political and cultural dissent. America had to refocus its
principles; the ideals portrayed to others could not be sustained. The events forced
consider disturbing questions of racism, imperialism, and sexism. Something needed
to change the views of society and convince those in power that different measures
taken. "Being part of 'The Movement' was not just a matter of political opposition but
and withdrawal from the dominant culture as well" (Chepesiuk 3).
Throughout this change, America was united during a pinnacle moment that came at the
the decade with the landing of Apollo 11 on the surface of the moon. Americans
on July 20 1h 1969, when Neil Armstrong and Edwin "Buzz" Aldrin Jr. landed safely on
"moon. This not only inspired the nation with advancements in science and education, but it
gave a feeling of pride as the nation was being torn apart by civil rights issues. Placing a
on the moon not only inspired the nation, but it also inspired the world. "The 1960s were a
Jmultuous time in the U.S., and the moon landing showed what could be accomplished at a
when much else was going wrong" (Roach). Estelle Lewis remembers observing the
missions for the first time as she recalls her experiences:
I was mesmerized when the broadcast came on the television. It was so
incredible what we could accomplish when we came together and put our minds
on something. It brought us all together at a time when we all were so deeply
divided in our culture and beliefs. Landing on the moon not only gave us hope
and prosperity as a nation, but it reaffirmed our belief that we stood for something
great; that we are a great country with people doing tremendous things.
The Apollo missions were inspirational for those who experienced it personally.
However, it did not have the same profound effect for those today. Students are not as
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space exploration as the elders where when the Apollo missions took place.
provides his view on the issue:
Being an engineering student, I like .learning about technical aspects. But the
moon landings are a thing of the past; it has already been done before.
Spaceflight is a commonality in today's day and age. Until something immense
occurs from space flight, I don't think many people will be interested in it.
1960s introduced a more radical youth into American society which exposed the
and confronted them directly. The decade also had a tremendous impact on the
Americans developed an ambition which seemed to be to change the world. "Lives
up with one another, making claims on one another, drawing one another into the
project" (Gitlin 7). There was no longer a need to fear others who were different from
quo. The decade came to a close by America placing a man on the moon. There
again a requirement for citizens to unite and resolve differences. This meant settling
war had been brewing for several years causing tension, belligerence, and protests that
to be reconciled. This horrendous confrontation was known as the Vietnam War.

Giba 20

Chapter 5
Trials and Tribulations
of the previous decade seemed inevitable to continue throughout the
important developments occurred during this time, including a growing cynicism
l'.ornmPnt

progression of civil rights, increased power of the women's movement, a

concern for the environment, and an elevated demand for space exploration. These
broader recognition in the new decade and were integrated into American culture.
of the primary focal points of the 1970s was the Vietnam War. It became apparent
World War II, the world would be influenced by the United States, its allies and the
. Controlling communist activities was the main concern that initiated a presence of
States into Vietnam. The Vietnam War was America's longest war. "During 15 years
involvement, over 2 million Americans served in Vietnam with 500,000 seeing actual
47,244 were killed in action, including 8,000 airmen. There were 10,446 non-combat
153,329 were seriously wounded, including 10,000 amputees" ("Vietnam War") .
. One soldier who served was Chuck Rousenberg, who served during the Vietnam War.
_ shares his view during this difficult time:
I served in Vietnam in 1968 to 1969. I was a pilot and a mechanic for the
helicopters. I was proud to serve my country, but I thought that this was a
worthless war. We didn't need to be there. Many brave men sacrificed their lives
for something they didn't want to be a part of. I was there to witness the
casualties first hand. It is really a shame.
Other civilians had children who were engaged in the war. For them, it was a time of
uncertainty as casualties increased. Anne McKinney, whose son fought in Vietnam, shares her
view of having her child fighting in a war:
My oldest son fought in Vietnam. I was very scared for him because I heard all
the stories of soldiers coming back with limbs blown off and having horrible

~
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,6ysical and emotional side effects. I am glad that he came back safely. He
his country and I am very proud of that fact. I could rest easier at night
nnwinn that he returned home safely.
also those who fought in Vietnam, but did not receive the honor and
to a veteran. For the soldiers who served in Vietnam, mounting protests at
dynamic reactions. Many would support the cause, and join with the pacifists' to
For others, the sight of peers assembling against the war only increased their
O.li<>n:>tinn and resentment. Charles Barauskas shares his recollections with a
who fought and opposed the war. He shares his thoughts:
I remember Vietnam very well. In my opinion it was a complete farce; more of a
political war than anything. This war wasn't like the one I fought in, this was
something completely different. I have sympathy for the soldiers who fought in
Vietnam. Those soldiers have every right to be angry with the government for
lying to them and not providing benefits they deserve.
This was a time of confusion and separation in America once again. Many men and
felt a sense of aversion for the government. "The values a majority of people had
made America great-hard work, individualism, family morality, and discipline-were
criticized as rationalizations for exploration and oppression" (Young 244). The public
't"'rl to disown the sacrifices made for the country. In their pride they denied veterans that

in Vietnam. The "scars and stumps of limbs are witness enough for others and for
PUrselves" (Nicosia 138). This war is regarded by both generations as an atrocity and a
'momnrnmi<:P of moral character. Brian Rogers shares his opinions on Vietnam:
I find it horrible that we sent numerous soldiers off to die over something so
needlessly. Families were torn apart over politics and that is something I can
never forget. Men came back scarred for life. Sons and daughters grew up
fatherless. That is a big reason why I do not trust the government.
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preoccupied with the events of the war while other noticeable growing
were transpiring. Women were confronting new rights and responsibilities
encountered. "In 1972 Congress approved the Twenty-Seventh
states that equality of rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged by
or any State on account of sex" (Ward 330). Women sought to be treated
workplace as well as at home. Women had gained the right to vote in 1920, but
full respect and autonomy. "Women found that they were usually offered lower
rewarding jobs; that they were paid lower wages than men doing similar work;
seldom promoted to executive positions" (Ward 331 ).
'\forking women during this time felt a sense of frustration and resentment toward their
Irene Anderson shares her experiences as a working woman during this

I was a nurse for over 35 years. In a job that under appreciates you anyway, I
felt even more so by being a woman. I was always given the more difficult tasks,
and worked harder for less amount of money than my male colleagues. There is
no reason I should be treated unfairly because I am a woman. I needed to gain
the respect I deserved in return for helping others. I am proud to be a woman
and this movement helped me appreciate who I am and what I have done.
Equality issues included individual and legal choices over reproductive rights. The 1973
Court decision of Roe v. Wade expanded rights for women to make decisions about
own welfare, and the right to a legal abortion. Amy Campbell, a student at St. Petersburg
:College, expresses her feelings on the impact of the women's rights movement on her life:
I am proud to be a woman today. We have fought long and hard to get the same
rights and be treated as equals. I should have the same opportunities and not be
discriminated just because of my sex. I have the right to decide over my own
body and what I want to do with it. I am a strong, independent woman and I can't

Giba 23

magine for one minute what I would do without my sense of freedom, and my
to choose my own course of actions.
movements were progressing, the nation's economy was bracing for drastic
duration of the decade, economic uncertainty began to surface as both inflation
""m"nt grew at a rapid pace. The two oil crises of 1973-197 4 and 1979 were the
to both extensive inflation and lethargic economic growth. The immediate
of the oil crisis caused the price of gasoline to quadruple, rising from just 25
a dollar in just a few months. In some places, drivers waited in line for two to three
gas. "The quadrupling of the price of oil in 1973-74 pushed the whole world into the
recession since the Second World War" (Frum 320). Charles Barauskas explains

It was unbelievable the way gas prices jumped every single week. I was
struggling just to get by. Everything was rising and the economy was in a real
drag. The whole country seemed to feel the same way, that there was no hope
in sight. I am lucky that I had a steady income from my job and no children to
support. I would not want to experience something like that ever again.
Students have never experienced anything remotely close to these incredible
Ricky Robinson Ill also explains his view on the matter:
In today's society where we demand instant gratification, I can't imagine having
to wait that long to fill up my car. If anything happened like that today, I think the
entire world would come to a halt. I don't think we could realize how much of a
crisis there was back then. I know that people need their cars. If there is no gas
to fill those cars or if gas is too expensive, people are not happy.
The oil and gas scarcity of the 1970s stimulated dissatisfaction among Americans. The
States found itself in a precarious situation. With fears of inflation, recession, a major oil
crisis, and a questioning of financial insecurity; the 1970s seemed to be America's low point.
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was also America's finest hour. There were moments of brilliance
changes. The nation gained inspiration through the Bicentennial. Two
!passed since the United States was founded. The remembrance of the
for many months and it was considered by the people who lived it first
cultural event. People rejoiced as fireworks were sent soaring through the
unique postage stamps were issued to commemorate the event. Local
decorating mailboxes and fire hydrants red, white, and blue. A surge of
'\(\ostalgia permeated the nation. There was a universal recognition that the
of the Watergate debacle of 197 4 had finally come to a conclusion.
lec:Uewis remembers the joyous events during this celebration. She shares her

The Bicentennial was a wonderful celebration of prosperity. It was during a really
low point in the nation's history and we needed that boost of confidence. We had
a huge gathering at the house with all sorts of American traditions such as
watermelon, apple pie, and a big cookout. It felt good to be part of America and
share in its history.
was a time to rejoice and unite once again for a country that can prosper even
most daunting circumstances. The transition into the next decade is one full of
conviction, and one of integrity. Restored values, refreshed ingenuity, and a renewed
of pride would return to a country that was in dire need of strong and decisive leadership.
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Chapter 6
Living the Dream
upheaval, drastic inflation, and a debacle of presidents gave diminishing
ld again return prosperous. This changed however during the 1980s.
shared a renewed sense of hope and empowerment that would propel this
unprecedented levels of optimism. Several factors influenced this prosperous
strong leadership, renewed tax proposals, and removed fears of

1

resolve of a country originates from its leadership. Ronald Reagan, the 40 h
United States who served from 1981 to 1989, was a break from the
of presidents before. "Reagan was different; he was an idealist for whom the
of certain major ideas and principals meant more than power or
iiement" (Wallison 3). This sense of selflessness made Americans feel good about
and put behind a troubled decade. This prominence originated largely from the
he was often seen as a visionary; someone who viewed the world in a different way.
were preoccupied by the problems of the present, Reagan was focused on the

Ideals are what America's Greatest Generation was founded on; integrity, determination,
high sense of moral self. This set of standards made people feel good about their
·Iinne

Chuck Rousenberg remembers his feelings during the decade and retells his

Being a devout Republican; I fully supported Ronald Reagan ideals. He was a
great communicator and really spoke to the American people and myself. He
helped the country recover from a troublesome decade and really made us feel
like we were valuable again. He inspired us to return to the values that we
should be displaying and believe in those principles that this great country was
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on. He was definitely in a class of his own and he had a great impact on

who grew up during this time may not have viewed this leadership directly, but

j 0 reciation by learning from those who were able to Jive during this time. David
1vounq resident, reveals his attitudes on the subject:
1am glad to be born during such a great period in this country's history. Reagan
appealed to almost everybody and gave everyone the ability that we could
accomplish anything we wanted to. He transformed this country into one that
everyone was proud to call home. We need someone like that today to bring
back those values and make this country one that can be admired again.
'.Under this leadership, new initiatives ensured American proliferation. New economic

!? assured that the problems of the previous decade would not stifle the American spirit.
proponents of the new economic policies were to decrease the expansion of
>rnm<>nt expenditures, cut marginal tax rates on income from labor and capital, limit
utanon. and manage the money supply to diminish inflation that had grown rampant just
before. "Although the President faced opposition to his proposals, he had personal
that helped to promote his position: a great ability to communicate with his audience
a sense of humor" (Ward 339). Entrepreneurial ability is the cornerstone of American
oeritv This cannot be achieved with high inflation, increasing unemployment, and a
dishA,rl<>n<>rl sense of spirit and accomplishment.
Americans were prospering once again with a renewed sense of hope. Charles Giba
:>rem<>mh<>r~

this important time in his life where he was able to prosper. He shares his view on

The 1980s were a great time for me and my family. With the new tax proposals I
found that I had more money to spend on my family, but also more money to set
aside for my retirement. I am fortunate that the money I earned during this time
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money that is getting me through my life today. Without this change, I
know how I would have ever done it. I really felt secure with my life.
propositions assisted citizens to afford homes, invest for retirement, and
arrival of new family members. During this period, America's Greatest
encountering the elation of bringing grandchildren into the world and
the role of grandparents. Grandparenthood is a distinct and reputable privilege
throughout generations. A grandchild's responsibility is to continue the family
are treated with admiration and equality rather than order and discipline. "Looked
, grandchildren are the replacements of grandparents. Grandchildren and
are the members of the same generation and should treat each other as equals,
rather than respect" (lkels 3). Grandparents see themselves in their
and live vicariously through them. Anne McKinney talks about her grandchildren
she gets:
I have a big family with fourteen grandchildren and five great-grandchildren.
would do anything for my family because they mean so much to me. They are
the ones who will carry on the family name for years to come. They are all so
special to me because I get to spoil them with presents and give them a lot of
attention when they come to visit. My grandchildren are my world and I would do
anything and everything for them.
Being a grandparent also changes the dynamic of relationships with others.
'arents signify prestige, and accomplishment. Attaining the recognition of carrying on the
name for another generation and instilling those values to grandchildren is an important
ement. While grandparents are a status of meaningful accomplishment, some chose not
have any grandchildren during their life. Charles Barauskas adds his perspective to the issue
never having any grandchildren:

i
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My wife and I never had any grandchildren. We never saw it as a
disappointment, or that something was missing in our lives. We were happy with
just the two of us. Society expects that you have children and grandchildren.
You don't always get the same sort of recognition or praise that you would if you
did have grandchildren. I am content with who I am and I think I have lived a
good life without children of my own.

~mndoarenthood, however, is neither defined by the narrow constraints of biological
ooucuve attainments nor executed solely within the parameters of cultural consensus"
'"''rl:mdo 139}. Everyone has their definition of what it means to be a grandparent.
to traditional standards while others take a different approach to their lives.
shoUld

be held in the same esteem however, not being discriminated based solely on
of grandchildren. Grandparents signify the preceding generation and must be

with high admiration.
As the decade ended, America made way for a new generation of prosperity. Before
happen, it first had to end a continuing battle that had been persisting for decades.
not envision this new generation coming into a world full of oppression and social chaos.
of Communism would not fill the lives of their grandchildren as it did their own. One
;(obstacle, the Berlin wall, was the ultimate sign of exile and the remains of Cold War stigma
had continued since the 1960s. On June 12, 1987 Ronald Reagan instructed Mikhail

h>'~r.hev to "tear down this wall".

The wall divided Berlin for twenty-eight years from 1961 to

It was time to progress from the Cold War mentality that had disrupted the world for
ecades. A unifying force was needed to repair the damage that had divided Germany for so

"The fall of the Berlin wall, like its construction, took place in a single night. Just as on
3 August 1961, a city and a people awoke to themselves divided, so on the morning of 10
Jov<>mher 1989 that division was no more" (Taylor 429). People rejoiced as they woke up to a
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They were reunited with family and loved ones. No longer did the fear of being
cross the border exist. This signified the dawn of a new era. This newfound
not go without its faults. There appeared to be an almost unnoticeable transition
into society. There was "an attribute lacking in the 1980s that had been present
decades, even in the silent 1950s: memory" (Terkel 3). This new generation must
values and remember their origins or the precious memories will be dwindled away
are fulfilled in order of convenience and conventionality.
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Chapter 7
The Replacements
• tmnsition begins from one generation to the next, a sense of commemoration
;,; nr.,r.edina elders perceive their legacy passed on by their grandchildren. As the
much disorder would come into existence under the presidency of George H. W.

'"M~or would create many uncertainties as new endeavors commence. An executive
president would have to endure was the stigma and contempt created by some of
Gulf War. This conflict between Iraq and Iran had been brewing for over a decade.
<> <>nthnrilv

of President Bush, the United States would be intervening to resolve the

United States responded quickly to assist its ally, Saudi Arabia, whose significance
iric!,mental supplier of oil made it considerably important. During a speech given on
11, 1990, President Bush proclaimed that within 3 days, an "invasion force of
troops and 2,000 tanks quickly overwhelmed Iraq's neighbor to the south" ("Operation
'hi.,lrl"\

It was then that he decided to act to restrain that belligerence. Satellite photos

an accumulation of Iraqi forces along the border were the foundation of this

This modern perception of world policing is what generates great debate between

linn~ especially when government decisions are based on unsubstantiated information.
the twentieth century, wars initiated by presidents have been accountable for the
conflicts in which the United States has been involved. Since World War II, presidents
directed the United States into many armed conflicts. "On this crucial matter, the genesis
manner of American intervention in the Persian Gulf have only deepened the debate over
the United States ought to properly and democratically decide whether or not to commit the
lie to war" (U.S. News and World Report 415).
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and forty-three brave soldiers were killed in combat due a single executive
consider to be faulty, unsubstantiated, and morally questionable" ("Military
oldiers today are still feeling the anguish of the Gulf War. Troops were exposed
~emical weapons, anti-nerve agents, oil well fire pollution, indigenous parasites,

"Over 150,000 Gulf War veterans are now ill, most as a result of their military
report effects in their spouses and children" ("National Gulf War Resource
Barauskas, being a veteran himself, shares his view on the transactions of

To me, this war was just another political farce. I really don't think we needed to
be there and they didn't want us there. Who are we to step in and decide what is
right for others? At least in World War II, I knew what I was fighting for. In this
war, I think we had our own hidden agenda; showing our military strength and
our own greed for oil.
war was an abnormality in the fact that something like this had never been
before. "The uniqueness of the Gulf War lies in the fact that it was virtually a one. ·• (Record 6). Only one of the contenders was actually engaged in war while the
nothing more than sustain damage, maintaining a rebellious attitude throughout. This
that the United States was the only combatant and was waging war on a country that
retaliate. This one sided affair led many Americans to question the military presence in
and doubt the strategies and initiatives that had led to war. People are willing to sacrifice
amounts on behalf of what they consider legitimate causes. As long as there remains an
M>sociation between sacrifice and the progression toward an end offighting on desired terms,
are willing to persist. "The American people will support even a costly war for a just cause,
they will withdraw their support when they no longer see a reasonable chance for realizing a
'~errPrl or acceptable outcome" (Record 137).
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motives are implausible, Americans will not support the idea of sending soldiers to
the benefit or significant the goal. These goals should be common and must
of vigor with words and wisdom to convey that message. The way ideas and
shared is essential to the American way of life. Whether it is debating over
or just sharing general knowledge is crucial to a sense of being and identification.
hrnuoht a dramatic change of how information is accessed and how it is shared with
new innovation called the "Internet" would revolutionize communication, storing
of information, and the materialization of ideas never thought possible. The
an organization of computer networks that transmit data electronically which can be
Its abundance of information has completely altered the way of life and is
in every aspect of thinking from communication, learning, transmitting ideas, viewing
perceptions of popular culture, financial matters, and experiencing entertainment.
Without this vital piece of technology, the world may seem unfathomable. Families
not be able to communicate, financial transactions would be hindered, and the entire
would suffer as a result. Military actions could not ensue without communication from
the world. The internet has ingrained its way into every fabric of culture.
As of 1993, there were only approximately 137 websites constructed on the internet.
That number grew quickly as the expansion of new information sharing technology
became more abundant and more affordable. By the middle of 1996, approximately
300,000 websites were operational and an even more astounding estimated 40,000,000
websites by 2002. (Zakon)
This technology will continue to expand as demands become even greater in the future.
expansion of the internet among its users has only begun. David Hannah, a student at St.
'rsburg College, shares his experience with computer technology development:
I work with computers for a living so I see the changes that are occurring
everyday. The technology has evolved so much over the past decade that it is
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hard for consumers just to keep up with programs from years ago. For those
who know how to utilize these resources, they are truly ahead of a majority of the
people out there. This is a great time to be in the computer industry and see how
far we can expand the horizons on how to implement these technical advances
and change the world as we know it.
some, the use of the internet is a completely new endeavor to comprehend and they
of the potential and uses of this considerable access to information. Charles Giba
is view on the amazing integration of technology:
I would never have imagined that something like this would come along. I am
astonished how information can be accessed and communications can be sent.
If I ever have a problem, I'm sure someone can find a solution for me just by
using the computer. This technology has really made it easy to get in touch with
my family, especially at my old age when I am not able to go out on my own and
get the things that I need.
Chuck Rousenberg, he is knowledgeable about the uses of the internet and keeps
about technological changes. He speaks about his involvement:
I know how to use the internet and access news articles and send e-mail. I keep
in contact with my family and they send me pictures and responses. I am glad
that this is around because it is a primary source of information and
communication for me. This wonderful tool is invaluable to me as I am sure it is
to everyone else who uses it.
As America's Greatest Generation is distancing themselves from the rapid changes in
3'

society, a new problem seems to be emerging. Their lives "in some respects [are] thin and
fragile, but its very existence must be seen as a major accomplishment, emerging
spontaneously as a result of two conditions that characterize the members: continuities between
past and present circumstance, and social isolation" (Myerhoff 9). This notion of living in the
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teptance of new culture, and succession of the new generations are creating a social
that elders seem to be falling in between and losing their sense of purpose and
they begin to enter retirement, a new problem seems to be developing. They seem
\>,.rr.hina for meaning in their Jives now that they have time to reflect on all of their

. There is a distancing as America's Greatest Generation seems to be losing its Juster
age out of existence. "They have given the succeeding generations the opportunity to
mulate great economic wealth, political muscle, and the freedom from foreign oppression to
whatever choices they like" (Brokaw 388}. For those generations, their difficulties were
different from those today, but were equally as significant. Their struggles should not go
notice or commendation. "This was the beginning of that strange change in America
the first person to the third" (Terkel 285}. Repayment to those who have provided ample
to expand knowledge is vital to the notion of reciprocity. New problems are
as new responsibilities are taken. The challenges ahead will not be easy ones as
previous generations deal with the onset of aging and the context that defines them and
become a more distant memory in society. It will be determined what is needed to be done
elders and what can be expected in return from them as they begin their final transition.
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Chapter 8
Where Do We Go From Here?
born in the early 20 1h century have led a robust life full of demands and prosperity.
much debate across all age groups about the direction, the values, and the final
will be experienced by each generation. The commencement of the new
· been controversial, and discussions between generations will provoke more debate.
of the most prominent events in the recent decade, and in the history of the United
the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center in New York
it was over, it was a day of national calamity. But it was also a day of individual
(Murphy 4). These tragic events changed the world and the interactions that
forever. Students in school remember exactly where they were, what they were doing,
they were with when the attacks happened. Eric Partney remembers that day vividly
shares his understanding:
September 11th is a day that I will never forget. I remember sitting with my
friends during lunch that day at school. We just sat in disbelief in what just
happened. This national tragedy was devastating to all of us and I cannot
believe that something so tragic could happen. I never thought that I would
experience an event like this at such an early age iri my life. It has affected the
whole world and everyone around me. This kind of tragedy shapes who you are
and how you respond to certain situations.
Many of the elderly, who recall the events of September 11

1
h,

can also remember the

of Pearl Harbor and comparisons between the two. Charles Barauskas, who served
World War II, compares both occurrences.
Both days were a national tragedy. The attack on Pearl Harbor was a
devastating surprise, but we knew who attacked us. We responded in a way that
brought unity to the country and we rallied behind a cause and a great leader to
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get us through those troubled times. With September 11 h, it was completely
unpredictable. We had no idea who attacked us or for what reason. It was an
act of cowardice to take the lives of civilians who died for no reason at all. These
times are uncertain ones and it is the beginning of a changing world and politics.
many people concluded from the terrorist attacks resulted in the pre-emptive
take action and to wage war on those who wanted to cause destruction. America
with Afghanistan, but also to the surprise of some was the second engagement in a
Americans have differing opinions about engaging in a war with Iraq for a second
the first commitment was a source of impassioned controversy. It is this controversy
America to make strides for change in an increasingly complex and problematic

Some changes take longer to generate due to much division and political constrain.
viewpoints, slow-moving legislation, and collective stagnation are often the reasons
abundance of social dilemmas that plague the nation today. Along with these pressing
another major concern is the protection of our environment and the persisting concern of
warming. These challenges have never been faced before and they must be dealt with
linnlv to prevent any future damage to the environment. "Carbon dioxide emissions are

}reasina at an exponential rate destroying wildlife populations and melting polar ice caps.
land temperatures are at the highest levels ever recorded" ("Global Warming"). Water
are rising providing more ideal climates for hurricanes to form. Action must be
immediately to tackle these accumulating problems. Ignorance and apathy should not
advantage of the situation. "We must choose instead to make the 21

51

century a time of

'>renewal" (Gore 296). By grasping the opportunity in this crisis, the imagination, innovation, and
insniration that are in each person can be released. Perhaps a responsibility is placed upon this
generation to protect and ensure the future.
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!elderly, this global problem is one that they have never experienced before.
that must be solved by their descendants. Estelle Lewis views the problem
and provides her position:
1really don't know too much about this problem today. If there is this growing

problem, why hasn't someone done something about it? It is easy to pass the
blame around but I don't think it is that big of a deal. I think it is more of a social
debate than an actual problem with the planet. It is not affecting us directly so
let's move on.
ltudents today contribute to the survival of the planet and protect its resources. Some
in raising awareness and contribute their time and energy in educating those who
of the consequences. Amy Campbell shares her insight about this issue:
Those who preceded us may be the reason why we are here today, but they
have also left us with considerable problems to resolve as well. I care for my
country and my planet, so I want to do everything I can to make sure that others
have a place to live in the future. Global warming is a great concern because if
we cannot control it, it will consume us. We have to do something about it. It is
our generation that is going to solve this crisis.
Not only is there more responsibility for environmental inequities, but also for
mP.nts in others' lives. As America's Greatest Generation prepares for the beginning of
age, there are more predicaments that have never been encountered before and are not
prepared for. Now that they are in need of help and resources, caring for them and making
of their remembrance is vital to their livelihood. The perception of old age is
"We may ask what it is like to be old, but rarely how it feels to be regarded as old"
(Vesperi 22). This is the predicament that is faced today.
Both of these facets are complex and both offer their own intrinsic values, and
perspectives. Being old today means having to face increased financial strain to pay for food,
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medical expenditures. It means bracing for a disengagement from
society and an increased alienation of the younger population. While these may
most imperative issues that face seniors today, there are many underlying
are often unresolved. As stated, being old differs greatly from being regarded as
~erspective can come in various forms of praise and adulation, to scorn and

"Social marginality or worthlessness is also regarded as a serious problem of old

~~.;~~"(Tsuji 353).

Elders must find ways to cope with the many problems that are

the older generation. One method to counteract this dilemma is through the
of formal social networks.
major introduction in American Society has been the formation of retirement
and assisted living facilities. As society places more constraints on the quality of
lily to provide for the elderly and to support them in homes with younger generations
An alternate provider must sustain them in their last years, manage their care, and
their increasing needs. These providers, such as Freedom Inn, may offer refuge for
need extra support and assistance. Community centers not only provide basic needs
as shelter, and assistance with disabilities; they also supply camaraderie and social
to cope with isolation. They provide resources to restore their identities that are being

j"r"t"'n from existence.
It is essential for anyone, especially the elderly, to have a sense of pride and freedom in
lives. If people are to have power in their lives, they must have certain privileges. They
be able to control their environment. 'They must have the right to decide how they spend
time, to choose whom they see, when they see them, and what they do with them. Above
they must have responsibility for their own actions" (Counts and Counts 46). Anne
"-

who has lived at Freedom Inn for several years, shares her insight about living there.
Living at Freedom Inn has been great for me. After my husband passed away, I
didn't know what I was going to do. Spending some time here, I found that I
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have alii really need. I can crochet, play games, and talk with friends. My family
comes to visit me occasionally as well. The support here is wonderful and I am
cared for as I would be if I was at home. It has helped a great deal living at this
wonderful place. I can't imagine myself anywhere else.
is universal throughout the world, but rarely is it examined in terms of presenting
:".nhlomc

and how solutions are offered. "We must learn to think of elderly people as

rather than a homogeneous group" (Fischer 210). Elders need assistance,
in their fragile and deteriorating condition as they prepare for the last passage of
They have contributed so much of their lives to ensuring continuing survival and
Quite possibly, they have shared similar events in their lives that can help give
and insight to others. Ashley Hiestand, a student at the University of South Florida,
her situation on talking with her grandparents:
I live in close proximity to both of my grandparents, so I get to see them often.
Spending time with them is wonderful because they share so much about their
past and what it was like before our time. I learn a lot from them and I am glad
that they are still alive so I can gain that insight from their past and maybe their
knowledge can help me in future situations.
These complicated times present numerous challenges to overcome. It is difficult to
the problem of isolation in American society. Other societies such as those found in
and Africa view the elderly with reverence. The "elders appear to be hale and hearty and
integrated into the social life of their communities" (Rosenberg 37). In fact, they are often
center point of the family unit. They share in rituals and rights of passage between
or~Hnno.

They are not viewed as burdens but are celebrated for their longevity. In

American culture however, elders are routinely exiled into nursing homes and viewed as
obligatory relationships. There is not a sense of reciprocity familiarized between generations.
This social dilemma must be dealt with in order to continue the heritage and ancestry in
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While living at Freedom Inn, Estelle Lewis does not see her grandchildren
her view on her distant relationships.
1rarely get to see my family. They don't have time for me anymore. I see them a
few times a year and on the holidays. I have done so much for them during my
life but now I am ignored. I just keep to myself because I don't want to be a
burden on anyone. I suppose this is the natural transition in life. Now that I have
nothing to offer nobody pays attention to me.
America's Greatest Generation is concluding, they find themselves dealing with
any known. It is time to assist them and continue their great legacy. This
is indispensable in providing measures of giving back. This may take several forms
financial assistance, support in personal matters, or just volunteering time to listen and
with them. The stories they reveal and the guidance they give is entirely dependent on
contributions. This incredible task can only be achieved by acquiring what has been
,mplished by those who have sacrificed their lives for success and prosperity for the future.
great deeds will not go without notice, and their lives will not be forgotten.
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Chapter 9
Looking Forward to Looking Back
(individuals age, they often reflect upon their youth and reminisce during days of
~jrospective

analysis gives insight into how much has changed over the years and view

that has been accomplished. There is a misconception, however, among youth
older people are stuck in the past and cannot conform to today's demands. "Older
often depicted living in the past to escape the grim reality of the present" (Tsuji 354).
, this does not seem to be the case. Their recollection is more inclined to the present
normally understood. It helps reiterate their distinctiveness separately from society's
iri'7.ation as insignificant.
By reflecting on the past, the ability to determine worth and accomplishments are
Their sense of meaning stems from substantial contributions throughout their
that today's generation seems to ignore. "There is a common theme of pride in all that
accomplished for themselves, their families, and their country, and so little clamor for
given all they've done" (Brokaw 388). America's Greatest Generation has provided so
They must be commemorated for their lives and given the appreciation they truly
Charles Barauskas expands upon his life looking back through the years:
I like to think that I have lived a productive and meaningful life. I just did what I
could under the circumstances. We grew up feeling that we were going to do
great things. From the Great Depression through World War II, those difficult
times gave you character and made you destined to change your life. I don't
consider myself a hero, just someone who wanted to do the right thing and live a
good life.
The sense of humility that many elderly share is what gives them their heroic persona.
Their reality was all they knew at the time and they lived it the only way they knew how. The
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.~..<ortnnk were bigger than they realized, and their course of action would change

Irene Anderson shares her story:
I've been around a long time and I have seen many changes in my life. Kids
today don't know how lucky they are. They have everything they could possibly
want. If they want clothes, they get them. If they need food, it is available. We
had to earn everything we needed. It was a struggle sometimes but we made it
through. We have come a long way since the Great Depression, and we are a
stronger country because of it. My generation paved the way for greatness and
kids today should be thankful for all we have done.
These remarkable people gave their lives for a greater cause. They survived the
and the wars. Much of this knowledge comes from learning from those who have had
'"""nt:o>nA of encountering historic events. College students today may be able to expand

of view through the perspectives of those who have participated in these events
This invaluable knowledge is enriched throughout a culture and entwined in people's
Students expand on their ability to conceptualize their existence by learning from those
are willing to share it. Ricky Robinson Ill shares his ideals from learning from the past:
Let's face it; we are here because of our parents and our grandparents. They
are the ones that pass down the stories from their time and inform us of what
went on. I am willing to listen to their stories. Maybe there is something I can
learn that I haven't known before. Listening to them makes me a better person
because I know where I come from. It gives me a sense of pride learning from
others and their past.
A much broader perspective is gained by revealing the past in comparison with today.
Not only are scenarios and outcomes evaluated, but valuable insight about the future may be
gained. People speculate about the events that will transpire in the years to come. The
generation that initiated the last century will be no more. In their final years, the elders
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what this new generation will bring into existence and what new events will take
generation must be capable of continuing the remarkable heritage that America's
r.:onP.ration has provided.
coking into the future, there will be an abundance of questions. The prevalent attitudes
in the future may be of some concern. "It is easy to see that for many older people
seems devoid of possibilities for positive action" (Vesperi 49). This does not always
be the situation. Both Charles Giba and Charles Barauskas hold positive outlooks on
maintaining prosperity and solving social dilemmas in the future. Mr. Charles Giba
comments:
I think the kids today will do great things for this country. They are intelligent,
active, and have a lot of enthusiasm to make constructive changes in the world.
A lot has occurred over the years that have put us in a negative view toward the
rest of the world. I think this generation today will turn that around. From what I
see, this generation will make its impact on history in much of the way that we
had.
Positive outlooks are also viewed by elderly women at Freedom Inn. Irene Anderson
Anne McKinney share their insight about the future. Anne McKinney shares her position:
We have certainly had our share of troublesome times in my lifetime. Kids today
are smarter than we were at our age. They have the ability to make a big
difference in the world if they choose to. They will have their defining moment as
we did with our generation. I am sure when the time comes that they will
respond to the challenge and make a difference in the world.
The future is abundant with unknown opportunities and advancement. It is dependant
this present generation in which direction to proceed. History is full of emotional struggle
and arduous tasks. Some students recognize an overwhelming sense of disappointment that
cannot establish the initiative for change in the world. They may take the attitude that since they
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the dissension, they are not the ones responsible for attempting to eliminate it.
[;,.,,man supports this position and he explains his reasoning:
Man, this world is full of problems. I don't have the answers or the ability to make
much of a difference. I'm looking out for myself and doing the best that I can on
my own. I feel that if I don't get involved and stay out of the way, I am doing my
part in not contributing to the mess. I just don't want to deal with it.
Other students differ on this position however. For them, the mere possibility of
generates ideas to resolve the problems. Character is not defined by
iimnlishments in the presence of success, but triumph in times of adversity. Clayton
is more optimistic about the future, and he shares his view:
We have a lot of things that are wrong in this world, but we cannot lose faith. If
we lose our hope and ambition that is inside of us, then we have given up our
humanity. We have to rise above our daily troubles and help out each other
whenever possible. That is what makes us great, and that is what has sustained
our population for so long. We can do great things when we put our minds to it.
It happened in previous generations, and it will happen with ours. Our problems
may seem complex to us today, but they probably seemed difficult for everyone
that faced them during their time.
Looking throughout history, individual character must surmount obstacles that hinder the
to greatness. Ordinary citizens created the structure for making this country what it is
' today. Individuals have the responsibility to live their lives in the way that they see fit. With high
moral character and perspectives on the past, making an indelible mark on history and making
even greater accomplishments in this multifaceted world seems inevitable.
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Conclusion
u;dnrv

is full of events both tragic and inspirational. These events ultimately influence

is perceived. "What will happen in the future is always determined in some degree by
happened in the past" (Fischer 197). The problem is when only certain events are
the entire account may not be experienced. The past is full of intricate details that may
omitted inadvertently. By associating with those who have experienced these
a greater understanding can be achieved by those who lived many years ago. Learning
from elders presents the bridging of the generational gap that seems to plague society.
They are called America's Greatest Generation; those who were born after 1900 through
· hAfnre the Great Depression in 1929. They are regarded as great because they did not live
lives in a sense for themselves, but for future generations. They endured tremendous
so that others would not have to experience their proceedings. The amazing journeys
this generation lived through are just now being discovered. The remarkable perspectives
share can only enhance students' knowledge and understanding.
The current myopic view shared today must be abandoned. The essence of life is the
sharing their experiences and interactions. Lives are affected by the contact between
. Every person encountered has an impact on someone in some manner. The utilization
that connection impacts decisions, lifestyle, and the acquisition of knowledge. These elders
the foundation of the world today. This foundation must be examined and its integrity
perpetuated. lffocus is lost of this development, sustaining a meaningful and productive
continuance into the future may not be possible.
If closely examined, there is a persisting presence for remembering the past embedded
into culture. Reruns of old programs are broadcasted on television. An entire channel is
devoted to history and learning about prior events. Music is returning to its origins by portraying
influential artists of long ago. Fashion always repeats itself in some manner. Movies are
especially exemplified about past events and historical periods. The connection of
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with that of reality must be realized. These moments can be relived by getting
people actually present in those situations. There is no reason to live vicariously
people are available to dispense this incredible information. It takes an active
iroorate eager minds and sit down with parents, grandparents, teachers, and
leaders. Volunteering may influence someone else's life in a way never thought
''FriP.nds may be created in the process and contribute to a greater cause than known

people get older, they tend to isolate themselves either by choice, or by social
"In the United States today, the elderly are often victims of an elaborate system of
Racism is in retreat; sexism is everywhere on the defensive. But "ageism" is still
stronger" (Fischer 211 ). This should not be the case. An effort must be made not to
great people to memory by excluding them in daily interactions.
By evaluating their past, the elderly may give a different perspective than before. By
numir.,tinn with elders, an entire new world opens up full of limitless possibilities. There is
•ilSiderable difference between learning and experiencing. It is time to see how far this
has come and how much progress has been made over the years. Changes have come
gone, but those experiences persist in the memories of those who created them. There are
isconceptions that everyone lives their own life, unaffected by others. In true reality, people
shaped by combined interactions. It only takes a single person to have an impact in
•onno'~ life. When the question is asked whose life it is, the answer is not easily

inated. One thing is for certain; it is one life for everyone to share together.
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Elder Biographies
~nderson - 95

was born in 1913 in Auburn, New York. Irene is the twelfth of fifteen children. She
ltnrkP.rl in the health care industry for thirty-five years, and has four children of her own along
several grandchildren. She enjoys classical music and currently resides in her own home
Seminole, Florida.
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sarausKas - 90

was born in 1918 in Zeigler, Illinois. He is the youngest of four children with three older
During World War II, Charles was a merchant marine in Sheepshead Bay, New York.
the war, Charles married and held several occupations including gravedigger, and working
printing factory. Charles is a widow without any children and currently resides at Freedom
where he has been staying for the past several years.
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• 81

was born in 1927 in Passaic, New Jersey. He is the youngest of six children, born deaf,
he had to quit school at the eighth grade to help support the family. Charles was a
h;n;d

for over thirty years. He has two children and four grandchildren. He currently lives in

Towns Retirement Community in St. Petersburg, Florida.
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-96

born in 1912 in Long Island, New York. She is a middle child with three sisters and
brother. Her mother passed away when she was twelve years old, and she had to quit
to help raise her brother and sisters. She was married at the age of twenty four and her
served in World War II. Estelle has three daughters, four grandchildren, and one
'""t-nr,nrltchild. She is widowed and currently lives at Freedom Inn.
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Kinney- 82

was born in 1926 in Syracuse, New York and has an identical twin sister. She was
shortly after World War II to her husband of fifty-three years. During that time, she
for 52 years as a nurse for several hospitals including All Children's Hospital in St.
atersburg, Florida. Anne has a big family with four children, fourteen grandchildren, and five
reat-arandchildren. She is widowed and has been living at Freedom Inn for the past seven
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was born in 1935 in Woodsville, Ohio. He is the oldest child with one brother and one
Chuck has a Masters Degree in Architecture and served in the Air Force for twenty
He also was a pilot and mechanic in the Vietnam War. Chuck has three children along
three grand-children. He currently lives at Freedom Inn and has been there for a few
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Student Biographies

is a resident of Clearwater, Florida, and he works full time for a reputable law firm.

Campbell - 23

Amy attends St. Petersburg College, and is pursuing a degree in Nursing.
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... man -19

· attends St. Petersburg College, and he is pursuing a degree in Pharmaceuticals.

David attends St. Petersburg College, and he is pursuing a degree in Computer Networking.
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attends the University of South Florida, and is pursuing a teaching degree in Secondary

John attends St. Petersburg College, and is pursuing a degree in Sports Journalism.
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"Eric" Partney - 23

is a recent graduate from the University of Central Florida and works for the United States
He has a degree in Aeronautical Engineering.

iCiavton Privitere - 21

Clayton attends the University of South Florida, and is pursuing an Engineering degree.
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is a graduate of Dixie M. Hollins High School and is a full-time car salesman. He currently
in Plant City, Florida.

Brian attends St. Petersburg College, and is pursuing a degree in Technology Management.
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